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Flip over
to another
viewpoint

Trust
by Kate Veitch
Viking, $32.95
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ATE Veitch
left home at 15
to follow her
own dreams
rather than to escape any
great family problems.
However, after a
successful career in print
and broadcast
journalism, it is family life and all its complexities that
have inspired her late-flowering career as an
international bestselling novelist.
Veitch’s 2006 debut novel, Listen, was a heartfelt story
of a family shattered by a mother’s desire for a life
elsewhere.
Her new novel looks at what it takes a woman to be
a good wife and mother — and also what this takes
from a woman.
At the heart of Trust is art teacher Susanna, who has
devoted 20 years to being the wife of Gerry, a
handsome, ambitious Melbourne architect, and is the
mother of two strong-willed teenagers.
Susanna is also the ‘‘good’’ daughter who earned her
mother Jean’s approval in giving up her artistic
ambitions for a solid career while her younger, freespirited sister Angie, a drug addict, ‘‘broke her father’s
weak heart’’. She must be the peacemaker between the
unforgiving Jean and single-mum Angie, now a bornagain Christian seeking more than salvation with a
gospel singer named Gabriel.
Behind the facade of this seemingly ordinary family
lie secret yearnings and disturbing truths that will tear
it apart in extraordinary circumstances.
The fault lines are exposed when Susanna, with little
support from her husband, begins work on an art
exhibition to meet academic requirements. Gerry may
be a loving father but, with his ‘‘connective interstitial
envelopment’’ architectural concepts and drive for
recognition, he sees himself as the clever partner. He
also lives for his secret adventures at international
conferences, a life he feels
has nothing to do with his
family.
Veitch is a page-turning
author, interweaving
other stories of betrayal
and torment — the abuse
of Angie’s young son by
the not-so-angelic Gabriel,
Susanna’s son facing a
sexual identity crisis,
wise Jean’s anguish and
Angie’s revenge — until a
tragic accident changes
the family forever.
Picking up the pieces,
Susanna faces the
challenge of finding the
courage to begin a new
life.
Veitch, 55, says she finds families a compelling
subject for fiction.
‘‘Families are the most fascinating things to me,’’ she
says. ‘‘Families are what draw you in and drive you
away. They are what form you and also what you form.
And they’re also absolutely universal, at the core of
every person’s experience.
‘‘And to be perfectly honest, I think what all families
have are secrets. But what those secrets are and the
way they are handled will always be different. And it’s
that difference that fascinates me — what it is that is
allowed to be revealed, and what it is that is required
to be silent about.’’
Veitch’s skilful narration allows readers to eavesdrop
constantly on what is happening in the minds and
hearts of her characters. Susanna, in a moment of panic
as the chasm between her and Gerry widens, asks
herself: ‘‘If I am not the person you married, who have
I become? If I am not your wife, who am I?’’
Through Susanna, Veitch wants to show whether a
woman who has bought the notion of being a good
woman in all its manifestations is being true to herself.
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INSPIRED: Kate Veitch finds families a compelling subject for fiction.
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Delving into
family secrets
‘‘What do you give away, what do you relinquish in
the name of goodness, and is being good in those terms
really a good thing?’’ Veitch says.
‘‘That is a huge question for women. I think there is
a code of goodness prescribed for women which can be
very limiting, even in what is thought of as the postfeminist age.’’
This does not mean that women should be more like
men: ‘‘A lot of the characteristics that Susanna shows,
the attention to other people’s needs and the willingness
to be helpful and to serve other people are not bad
things, but when a relationship is too one-sided, when
one partner is doing all the giving and the other all the
taking, that’s when it’s destructive — for everyone.’’
Veitch is also fascinated by Sigmund Freud’s
investigation of the tendency for people to give over the
control of their lives to other forces they see as greater
than themselves — to a tyrant, to addictive substances,
to religion, or to romantic love.
‘‘I do see this as a strong human tendency, one that
women tend to live out more than men as though
having responsibility for your own life and not being
told what to do by some higher power or greater

compulsion is more than what a lot of people can bear,’’
she says. ‘‘Especially when it comes to romantic love,
women seem very prone to just giving over their lives
to men.’’
Veitch, born to journalist parents in Adelaide, grew
up in Melbourne. She says her parents weren’t
particularly suited to each other and their marriage
became less happy. She left home because she craved
independence and the 1970s were a time when it was
easy to find work.
After her son Felix, now 28, was born in Darwin,
Veitch co-authored a non-fiction book on parenting and
began working as a book reviewer and a freelance
journalist for Radio National, making programs about
modern family life and women authors.
She now divides her time between Melbourne, where
Felix and her two older brothers live, and San
Francisco, where her partner of six years, writer and
publisher Phillip Frazer, works.
And if Veitch is ever in need of feedback and support
for her writing, she says she can depend on her
youngest brother and fellow author Michael, now a
presenter with ABC Radio in Hobart.

BOOK QUIZ with David O’Byrne
What are you reading
now?
I have just picked up In
Search of Hobart by Peter
Timms, and I am reading
The Audacity to Win by
David Plouffe, Obama’s
campaign manager in the
2008 US presidential
campaign.
What first gave you
the reading bug?
As a young boy, Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings drew me

into another world. It showed me the power of the
written word and illustrated the importance of
storytellers in our community.
What is your favourite book
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez. I love reading this book. I have travelled
around central and southern America a number of
times and Marquez has an amazing gift to weave a
complex story in such an entertaining and creative
way that if you closed your eyes you could actually
imagine the towns and communities he has created.
Which books would you take on a holiday?
I have a weakness for political biographies and

histories, especially on Latin America and preferably
written by Hugh Thomas.
Which book left you cold?
Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand.
䢇 David O’Byrne, the new Minister for the Arts,
Environment, Parks, Heritage, Workplace Relations,
Hospitality and Sport and Recreation, is finding little
time for books at the moment as he works through
his portfolio briefs and conducts his electorate work.
But he says he reads to his children as much as can
— three books every night before bed. He also
sources current affairs from numerous websites and
blogs and is a subscriber to The Economist.

EW Australian publishing house Pantera Press
has come up with a balanced approach to
controversial issues.
In each book of the publisher’s Why vs Why series,
experts are invited to give their side of an argument.
Readers can then flip the book over and read an
opposing view of exactly the same length by another
expert.
The first two books in the series cover the hot topics
of gay marriage and nuclear power.
Rodney Croome, spokesman for the Tasmanian
Gay and Lesbian
Rights Group, puts
the ‘‘yes’’ case for
same-sex marriage.
The opposing view is
written by Bill
Muehlenberg, author
of In Defence of the
Family and secretary
of the Family Council
of Victoria.
Each presents
seven key reasons
why same-sex
couples should or
shouldn’t be allowed to marry, and then rebuts his
opponent’s arguments.
Pantera says the series aims to foster informed
discussion by equipping readers with ‘‘all the key
issues and answers thrashed out by opposing expert
advocates’’.
It also wants readers to suggest topics for
discussion and experts to contribute to the series.
For details, visit the www.panterapress.com
website.

Father knows best
CLINICAL psychologist, bestselling author and
father-of-two Nigel Latta finds it strange that he
ended up writing parenting books.
‘‘Mostly that’s because I think parenting books are
a large part of the problem,’’ he says. ‘‘Too many
experts and too many theories, all of which makes
normal mums and dads feel like if they don’t do what
the experts are telling them then their kids will grow
up stupid, or ugly, or both.
‘‘I think that the whole ‘modern parenting’ thing
has stolen the peace of mind of a generation of
parents who are actually doing a perfectly fine job.’’
Nevertheless, Latta, who specialises in working
with children with behavioural problems and is a
regular media commentator, says his books offer
‘‘practical, commonsense answers and real-life
examples, logical and realistic strategies and
innovative behaviour modification tools that work in
the real world’’.
Latta will be at Fullers Bookshop in Hobart from
2pm next Sunday to offer some tips and discuss
his new book, Politically Incorrect Parenting.

The new-age bogan revealed
FORGET flannelette shirts, black thongs, utes, VB
stubbies and mullets.
Today’s bogan is more than likely to have plenty of
money and aspirations, wear Ed Hardy T-shirts and
enjoy Buddhist-themed water features, a glass of
Corona and a gigantic plasma TV, says Hachette.
The Australian publisher has threatened to
unleash the new bogan on readers with a
‘‘maxtreme’’ publication of a book titled Things
Bogans Like in November – just in time for Christmas
gift-buying.
The book, inspired by the popular Australian
thingsboganslike.wordpress.com website, is
apparently written by six self-confessed snobs named,
oddly enough, Chas McSween, Enron Hubbard, Flash
Johnson, Hunter McKenzie-Smythe and Intravenus
DeMilo.

Literary events
Saturday: The Tasmanian Writers Centre and
Fullers Bookshop will present a forum, Telling
History, which will explore Tasmania’s early French
links and feature leading historians and authors,
including Henry Reynolds, Ed Duyker and Amanda
Lohrey, at the Swansea Town Hall from 10am.
Details: www.fromfrancetofreycinet.com.au
Wednesday, May 19: The Fullers XYZ group will
discuss Virginia Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway from 6pm.
Details: xyz@fullersbookshop.com.au
䢇 Send literary news to Carlene Ellwood,
ellwoodc@dbl.newsltd.com.au

